 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1AP Latin
Review - De Bello Gallico I


(Taken, with adaptations and additions, from Our Latin Heritage II, pp. 203-253)

BG I.1



Name the three major divisions Caesar gives for Gaul.



What three reasons are given for the Belgian’s great courage in?


Which of these reasons applied also to the Helvetians?


What was the natural boundary between the Belgians the Gauls? between the Aquitanians and the  Gauls? between the Germans and the Gauls?

BG I.2



Where was ancient Helvetia?



What was the secret ambition of Orgetorix?



What was the principal reason for the general unrest among the Helvetians?



What was the natural boundary between the Helvetians and the Roman Province? between the Helvetians and the Sequanians? between the Helvetians and the Germans?



In what year did Orgetorix the Helvetian initiate his conspiracy? In what year did Caesar assume the governorship of Gaul?

BG I.3



What preparations did the Helvetians make for their migration?



On what mission did Orgetorix go?



Who was Casticus? Dumnorix? Diviciacus?



What did Orgetorix urge Casticus and Dumnorix to do?



What promise did Orgetorix make to Casticus and Dumnorix?

BG I.4



How did the Helvetians learn about the scheme of Orgetorix to seize royal power?



What was the legal penalty for such an offense?



In what way was the prisoner compelled to stand trial?



Was Orgetorix convicted and executed?



What is supposed to have been his fate?

BG I.5



Did the death of Orgetorix have any effect upon the Helvetian migration?



What drastic measures did the Helvetians take to strengthen their determination not to return home?



How long did the Helvetians expect to be on the road?



What tribes joined the Helvetians in their migration?



What is the probable origin of the name Bohemia?

BG I.6



What difficulties faced the Helvetians in the route through the territory of the Sequani?



Why was the route through the Roman Province much easier for them?



Which did the choose?



What were the ways in which it would be possible for the Helvetians to cross the Rhone?



Why did the Helvetians think that the Allobroges might be willing to help them?



Was Geneva in Helvetian or Roman territory?



What was the date set for the start of the migration?
BG I.7



Where was Caesar ion 58 BC when he learned the plan of the Helvetians?



How many legions were there at this time under Caesar’s command?



What did Caesar do when the report of the migration reached him?



Why did he go directly to Geneva?



What did the Helvetians do when they heard of Caesar’s arrival in the Province?



Why did not Caesar refuse the Helvetian envoys’ request at once?

BG I.8



Do you think that Caesar ever seriously considered permitting the Helvetians to go through the Province?



What did Caesar do during the period between the first and second interviews with the Helvetians?



What military preparations did Caesar complete before refusing the request of the Helvetians?



What did the Helvetians try to do when Caesar finally gave his answer?



Why were they unsuccessful in their efforts?

BG I.9



When the Helvetians were prevented from crossing the Rhone, to whom did they next appeal?



Was the appeal granted immediately?



Why was Dumnorix a good mediator under the circumstances?



What were hostages? Why did the Helvetians and the Sequanians exchange hostages?



Why did Dumnorix the Haeduan desire a revolution in his own country?

BG I.10



Where did the Helvetians intend to settle, according to reports received by Caesar?



What reason does Caesar give for objecting to this plan?



Why did Caesar decide to go to Italy at this critical moment?



Of what fortifications did Labienus have charge during Caesar’s absence?



How long did it take Caesar to lead his five legions through the Alps? What delayed him?



How would Caesar justify his taking an army into Gallic territory?

BG I.11



What had the Helvetians done while Caesar was mobilizing his army?



Why was Caesar under obligation to protect the Haeduans?



Why did the Allobroges appeal to Caesar for help?



Which of these groups seemed to have suffered most severely?



What decision did Caesar make?

BG I.12



What proportion of the Helvetians had not yet crossed the Saône?



What injury had the Tigurini done to the Roman people in 107 BC?



In what way did Caesar avenge public and private wrongs?



Why was Caesar’s attack upon the Tigurini well planned?



Who was Caesar’s wife in 58 BC.

BG I.13



How did Caesar surprise the Helvetians?



Who led the embassy from the Helvetians to Caesar, and what was his connection to an earlier event with the Romans?



What proposal does this ambassador first make to Caesar?



If that proposal is not acceptable Caesar, what does the ambassador threaten?

BG I.14



What is Caesar’s reply to Divico?



How does Caesar blunt the Helvetian’s threat?



What does he propose that he will do if the Helvetians make amends for their aggression against the Haedui and the Allobroges?

BG I.15



What was the reaction of the Helvetians to Caesar’s offer?



What unforeseen circumstance made the Helvetians bolder?



What did Caesar tell his men to do?

BG I.16



How did the Haedui let Caesar down at this point?



Why was Caesar not able to take advantage of his supply line?



Who were their leaders?



What reproach did Caesar make to them?

BG I.17



Which of the leaders told Caesar what was really going on?



Why weren’t the Haedui delivering on their agreement with Caesar?



What was the rationale behind the opposition?



Why had this leader not relayed this information to Caesar earlier?

BG I.18



Whom does Caesar suspect of being behind the plot to disrupt the Romans’ supply of grain?



How does he make certain of this suspicion?



How had Dumnorix achieved the power and influence he had among the Haeduans?



How had he used his own family to his advantage in gaining this power and influence?



What was his great fear about the Romans?

BG I.19



What kept Caesar from proceeding directly against Dumnorix to punish him?



How did Caesar make certain that his conversation with Diviciacus was private?



What did Caesar ask Diviciacus to do?

BG I.20



What was Diviciacus’ response to Caesar?



What was Caesar’s reaction to this?



What did Caesar then do to make sure that the matter came to a resolution?

BG I.21



Where had the Helvetians been imprudent enough to pitch their camp?



How did Caesar act in order to take advantage of this opportunity?



What orders did he give to Labienus, his most trusted lieutenant?



What was the reputation of Considius? How had he gained it?



Why does Caesar emphasize this reputation?

BG I.22



At daybreak, how far away was Caesar from the camp of the enemy?



What was Caesar’s plan of attack?



Who was in command of the two legions who were stationed at the top of the hill?



Who was in command of Caesar’s cavalry scouts?



What possible explanation can there be of Considius’ false report? (Hint: what advantage do modern armies have that Caesar’s didn’t have?)



What was Caesar’s usual battle formation?



In the meantime, what was Labienus doing? What had the Helvetians done?

BG I.23



For what reason did Caesar change his course and go toward the town of Bibracte?



How did the Helvetians learn of Caesar’s changed plans?



How did the Helvetians interpret his movement?



What change did this make in the plans of the Helvetians?



Was there a good reason for the misjudgment of the Helvetians?

BG I.24



Why did Caesar withdraw his army to a hillside?



Where did Caesar place his veteran troops? his recently conscripted troops? his auxiliary forces?



What formation did Caesar use at the beginning of the battle.



What formation did the Helvetians use?



Which side was successful in the cavalry skirmish?

BG I.25



What act of Caesar’s before the battle put him and his officers on the same footing as the common soldiers and boosted their morale?



What two weapons of offense were used by the Roman legionary soldiers?



Which side had the advantage of position during the first part of this battle?



Why was the Helvetian phalanx ineffective against the Roman attack?



Why did many of the Helvetians thrown down their shields?



What effect did the arrival of reinforcements have upon the Helvetians?



How did Caesar meet the attack of the Boii and Tulingi?

BG I.26



On what two fronts were the Romans compelled to fight?



To what place did the Helvetians withdraw? the Boii and Tulingi?



At what time did the battle begin?



When did the main battle end?



Where was there fighting until late at night?



How many men, women, and children survived the battle and the capture of the camp? Where did they go?



What message did Caesar send to the Lingones?



Why did Caesar not pursue the Helvetians at once?

BG I.27



Was Caesar’s threat to the Lingones effective?



What caused the Helvetians, who still outnumbered the Romans, to surrender?



What did Caesar demand in addition to hostages?



What did six thousand Verbigeni decide to do?



What two possible reasons does Caesar suggest for this action of the Verbigeni?

BG I.28



How did Caesar capture at least some of the Verbigeni who had tried to escape?



What disposition did Caesar make of the Helvetians?



What tasks awaited the Helvetians on their return home?



Who actually supplied the grain to keep the Helvetians alive during the winter?



What was Caesar’s real reason for ordering the Helvetians to rebuild their homeland?

BG I.29



In what language were the Helvetians’ records kept?



What alphabet did the Helvetians use?



What was the total number of Helvetians (including all the men, women, and children) at the beginning of the migration? How many allies did they have?



According to the records, what percentage of the entire body of emigrants were fighting men?



About what percentage fo those who began the migration returned to their homes at the end of the summer?

BG I.30



Why did the leading men of all the Gallic nations come to Caesar after the completion of the Helvetian War?



Why had the Helvetians migrated?



Why did the Gallic chiefs wish to call a council of all Celtic Gauls?



What was their reason for wishing to keep this meeting secret?



To what did they bind themselves by oath?

BG I.31



Who was the spokesman of the Gauls in their second conference with Caesar?



What two factions were there in Gaul at this time?



What was the cause of the contention between the two factions?



Who called in the Germans as mercenaries?



To which of the two factions did the spokesman of the Gauls belong?

BG I.32



What did all those present at the conference, except for the Sequanians, do?



What did Caesar notice about the Sequanians?



What did the Sequanians reply to Caesar?



Who did speak for the Sequanians?



What did he say?

BG I.33



Why did Caesar hope to influence Ariovistus?



What two very good reasons did Caesar have for taking up the cause of the Gauls against the Germans?



What great honor had the Roman Senate conferred upon the Haeduans?



Why had the Haeduans been forced to give hostages both to the Germans and to the Sequanians?



Why did Ariovistus himself seem insufferable to Caesar?

BG I.34



Was Caesar’s suggestion that the leaders meet halfway between the two camps a just one?



What were the reasons given by Ariovistus for refusing the meet Caesar?



Was it necessary for Ariovistus to bring his army with him?



Why did Ariovistus object to bringing his army together in one place?



On what grounds did Ariovistus use the expression “my” Gaul?

BG I.35



Of what act of kindness does Caesar remind Ariovistus?



How does Ariovistus now repay this kindness?



What five demands did Caesar make in his ultimatum to Ariovistus?



What will be Ariovistus’ reward if he complies with Caesar’s demands?



What veiled threat does Caesar make to Ariovistus?

BG I.36



What did Ariovistus mean by “the right of war”?



How have the Haeduans become tributaries to Ariovistus?



When had the Haeduans ceased to pay the tribute demanded by Ariovistus?



Under what conditions does Ariovistus say that he will refrain from war against the Haeduans?



How did Ariovistus answer Caesar’s threat that he would not overlook the wrongs of the Haeduans?

BG 1.37



What Germanic tribe do the Haeduans complain are ravaging their territory?



About whom did the Treveri complain to Caesar?



What was Caesar’s reaction?

BG I.38



What important news was brought to Caesar about Ariovistus?



Why was Vesontio (Bessançon) such a good stronghold?



Why did Caesar think it important to take possession of Vesontio?



Why was it easier in Caesar’s day to defend a town so fortified than it would be in modern times?

BG I.39



What demoralizes the Roman troops as they remain temporarily at Vesontio?



Was the panic among the soldiers from the bottom up or top down?



What was reported to Caesar about the willingness of his mean to advance?

BG I.40



What did Caesar do when he observed the evidences of panic?



To what historical event did Caesar refer in the council to prove that the Romans were not inferior to the Germans?



Why would Caesar’s statement that these same Germans had been repeatedly defeated by the Helvetians tend to restore confidence?



What effect did Caesar’s selection of the Tenth Legion as a bodyguard have on the others?

BG I.41



How did Caesar react to the statements of the soldiers after his speech?



What did Diviciacus tell Caesar?



What was the manner of the march of the soldiers?

BG I.42



What did Ariovistus propose once he knew that Caesar was nearby?



What did Caesar hope this meant?



What demand did Ariovistus make regarding their upcoming meeting?



How did Caesar circumvent this demand?

BG I.43



What did Caesar point out to Ariovistus as they began to talk?



What did he say about the position of Ariovistus vis à vis the Roman Senate?



What did he say about the standing of the Haedui in the eyes of the Roman Senate?



What three demands did Caesar put upon Ariovistus?

BG I.44



What reason did Ariovistus give for having crossed the Rhine?



Why were the Gauls obliged to pay tribute to Ariovistus?



How did Ariovistus justify bringing Germans in to Gaul?



What ultimatum did Ariovistus lay down to Caesar?



What bribe did Ariovistus offer Caesar?

BG I.45



What was Caesar’s purpose in replying at length to Ariovistus’ ultimatum?



What reason did Caesar give in refuting the claim that Gaul belonged to Ariovistus rather to the Roman people?



How had the Romans treated the Arverni and the Ruteni when they had been conquered in war by Quintus Fabius Maximus?



Why was the supremacy of the Roman people in Gaul most just, according to Caesar?



What had the Roman Senate decreed after Gaul had been conquered in war?

BG I.46



What interrupted Caesar’s speech to Ariovistus?



What did Caesar order his men to do? Why?



What was the effect of all this on Caesar’s men?

BG I.47



What did Ariovistus do two days later?



What did Caesar do in response?



Who were sent by Caesar to treat with Ariovistus?



What was Ariovistus’ reaction when these envoys arrived, and what did he do to them?

BG I.48



What did Ariovistus then do?



Describe the standoff between Caesar and Ariovistus for the following five days.



What tactic was useful for the German cavalry?

BG I.49



What did Caesar do to insure that his forces were not cut off from food?



What did Ariovistus do to try to prevent this?

BG I.50



What skirmish then took place?



What did Caesar learn from prisoners about the reason Ariovistus had not joined battle completely?

BG I.51



What did Caesar then do on the next day?



What did the Germans do in response?

BG I.52



How many lieutenants did Caesar have at this time?



What purpose did Caesar have in placing a lieutenant-commander in charge of each legion for the duration of the battle?



Where did Caesar take his position? Why there?



What did some of the Roman soldiers do when confronted with the German phalanx?



What act of Crassus probably saved the Roman left wing?



Why did the Romans usually hold the third line in reserve?

BG I.53



What caused the tide of battle to turn in favor of the Romans?



Is there reason to believe that there were heavy losses on both sides? Why?



What happened to Ariovistus? his wives? his daughters?



In what way did some of the Germans escape across the Rhine?



What became of Caesar’s messengers whom Ariovistus held as prisoners?

BG I.54



What had the Suebi apparently planned to do if Ariovistus should defeat Caesar?



What German tribe was an enemy of the Suebi?



Where did Caesar establish his winter quarters?



Who was left in command of the winter camp?



What civil duties did Caesar now take up?

