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	De Bello Gallico 1. 5

After his death, the Helvetii nevertheless attempted to do what they had decided upon, namely, to leave their country. When at last they thought that they were ready for this undertaking, they burned all their towns, about twelve in number, (they burned) about four hundred villages, and the remaining private buildings. They burned up all the grain, except what they were going to carry with them so that, with the hope of a return home removed, they might be the more ready for undergoing all dangers.

They persuaded the Rauraci, and the Tulingi, and the Latobrigi, their neighbors, to burn up their towns and villages and start out along with them. They received as allies [to themselves] the Boii, who had lived across the Rhine [River] and had crossed over into the Norican territory, and were assaulting the Noreia

De Bello Gallico 1. 6

There were in all two routes by which they could go out from home: one through the Sequani, narrow and difficult, between Mount Jura and the river Rhone where wagons could scarcely be drawn one at a time; moreover, a very high mountain hung over it, so that a [only] very few [people] might easily intercept /stop them; the other [route] through our Province, far easier and more convenient, because the Rhone [river] flows between the boundaries of the Helvetii and the Allobroges, who had lately been reduced to peace, and this is crossed in some places by fording. The farthest town of the Allobroges and [the one] nearest to the territories of the Helvetii, is Geneva.

From this town, a bridge reached across to the Helvetii. They thought that they would either persuade the Allobroges or compel them by force to allow them to pass through their territories. Having provided everything for their departure, they appointed a day on which they all were to meet/assemble on the bank of the Rhone [river]. This day was the fifth [day] before the Kalends of April [i.e. the 28th of March], in the consulship of Lucius Piso and Aulus Gabinius [B.C. 58.]
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Questions to write about on the back of this paper.

DBG 1.5 – 1) Why did the Helvetii burn everything that they could not bring with them? Do you think that this was a sensible plan? Why or why not?

DBG 1.6 – 1) How does the map above help us understand Caesar’s text? Keep in mind that Caesar’s fellow Roman readers did not have such a map: how does this help explain Caesar’s description?











